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Aims

 To share information about the Phonics screening

 To share background and language about phonics

 To share information about phase 5 (split diagraphs and 
sound families) 

 To share Phonics Play and Phonics bugs website login, so 
phonics games can be played at home 

 To share and talk through common issues faced by 
parents/carers at home



Phonics 
Screening

 Introduced by the government to test children’s level of reading at 
national scale (although we know that Phonics is not the only way 
children learn how to read). 

 Children are screened at the end of Year 1 – W/C 8th June
 Completed one by one with class teacher (informal setting) 

 What happens if my child does not pass the screening? Children 
can re-take the screening in Year 2. 



What does the 
phonics 
screening look 
like? 

 The phonics screening contains 40 words that children need to 
read. Some are real words and some are non-sense words.  

Nonsense 
WordsReal words



Phonics 
language

 The phonics approach teaches children to decode words 
by sound, rather than identifying the whole word. 

 We follow the government scheme of letters and sounds.

 Segmenting - breaking a word apart into multiple sounds

 Blending - merging the sounds back together

 Phoneme – the smallest unit of sound (e.g. p, sh, igh)

 Grapheme – a way of writing down a phoneme



Phonics 
language

Can you segment this word into sounds 
(phonemes) on your whiteboard?

chicken



Phonics 
language ch-i-ck-e-n



Our phonics 
language at 
HTSS

Letters (grapheme)

Sounds (phoneme)

Segmenting (to break)

Blending (to merge) 



Lets have a go!

Segment and blend

How many letters (graphemes)?

How many sounds (phonemes)? 



So where are 
we now?

Phase 3 Phase 4

Phase 5a Phase 5cPhase 5b



Phase 5 :
diagraphs 
trigraphs

 A diagraph is two letters making one sound.  

 A trigraph is three letters making one sound.

.



Phase 5 :
diagraphs 
trigraphs 
split-digraphs

A split diagraph is two letters, split, making one sound.



Phase 5:
sound families 

 Some sounds can be written in several different ways 
and these are called sound families. 



What can 
you do at 
home?

 Read! The best way to practise phonics sounds is to read them and 
practise segmenting and blending. 

 Phonics Flashcards 



Home 
Resources

 Phonics Play

 Phonics Bugs

 Games

 Resources to take away



Any 
questions?


