
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

           
September 2026 

Dear Year 1 parents/carers,  
 
Your child will read daily at school, but reading at home makes a huge difference in building their 
confidence and fluency. Every week, your child will bring home two different types of books:  
 
Weekly Home reading schedule:  
 

Book type Swap days Chosen by How to use it Example  

1. Reading 
practice book 

Tuesdays  School staff  
Your child reads 
independently to 
you 

 

2. Sharing book Tuesdays  Your child  
You read aloud to 
your child for fun 
and enjoyment  

 
 
1. Reading practice books: 
 

• Phonics phase: these decodable books match your child’s exact phonics level.  

• Independent reading: your child should be able to read this book with little to no assistance.  

• Building fluency: if the book seems easy, please do not worry - re-reading familiar books 
builds reading speed, confidence, and independence. If it feels too hard, let a member of the 
Year 1 team know.  

• How to support at home: 
o Listen to your child read and offer lots of praise!  
o If your child gets stuck on a word, simply read it aloud to them.  
o Ask questions about the story or picture details.  
o We ask you to write a positive comment in your child’s reading record each week 

regarding their reading. 
 

2. Sharing books: 
 

• Reading for pleasure: chosen by your child from the Year 1 classroom book corner.  

• No pressure: your child is not expected to read this book on their own.  

• How to support at home: 
o Sit together and read the story aloud to your child.  
o Use expression and character voices, predict what happens next, or explore facts in 

non-fiction books.  
o Keep it light and fun to nurture a love for reading.  

 
Helpful links & phonics guides: 
 

• Little Wandle Phonics parent videos & guides: Little Wandle Parent Page 

• School reading & phonics curriculum details: Holy Trinity School Website 
 

If you have any questions about home reading or book swaps, please pop in and speak with a member 
of the Year 1 team.  
 
Many thanks,  
 
Sophie Bern & Louise Evans (Year 1 Class Teachers)  
 
Kate Arnison (Deputy Headteacher & English Lead)  

 


